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tnit the civil authorities to be embarrassed by military interference.
In December he issued an order prohibiting military interference with the elections, unless when necessary to keep the peace at the polls, as being contrary to law; and he ordered that no soldiers be allowed to appear at any polling place, unless as citizens of the State, registered voters, and for the purpose of voting; but he ordered, further, that the commanders of posts act promptly in preserving the peace in case the civil . authorities failed to do so.
Men, interested in civil controversies, in great numbers applied at the General's headquarters for interference, assuming on his part both the arbitrary powei to interfere and the willingness to do so. General Hancock, by general order, again announced that the administration of civil justice pertained only to the regular courts, and that the rights of the litigants did not depend on his views as to the merits of their cases.
Having been appealed to by the Governor of the State to remove from office the president and members of the police jury of the parish of Orleans, they being charged with appropriating public funds to their own use, General Hancock reiterated the principle that these were matters pertaining to the civil administration, and should be solely dealt with by the courts.
The acts of General Hancock's administration were simply the development of this fundamental idea of popular government: That the people must govern themselves through the laws made by their chosen representatives, and that the sole duty of the military he would not per- who truly believed in the supremacy of the ideas on which our Eepublic is founded. It was hailed as the presage of a return from the anarchy ofhroughout    the
